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shall have be‘e%n sufficiently consolidated, or the wooden raly

“gt?l. That the stone rails be supported and confined by
rubble.. or 'broken stone, which are to embrace the bottom
and sides, and with the latter form a covering for the road-
Hed impervious to water, and of course render the foundati-
on inaccessible to frost. \ S

¢6th. That the wooden rails be supported and confined by
sleepers, laid transversely of the road, and furnished with
notches fitted for the reception‘of the rails, and keys to con-
fine them; to these rails the jron plates, as before described,
are to be attached by mfeans of nails or wood screws.

““The cost of a road, epnstructed in this manuer, may be.
safely estimated at the following rates per mijle: -
Clearing, grubbing an ading, deep cuts, em- =

bankimnents, bridges/and eulverts, included, - $7,000
Stone rails for a double rail road, laid, dressed and

Qtted_.for‘thk reception of the iron plates, at 20
* eents per foot rui, for each rail, o
Wrought iron' plate raiis 4 by 2% inches, amount-

ing to 36 tons per mile, it $80 per ton, 2,880
Cost per mile of a M*Adamized pavement, ~ 1,000
For laying and levelling rails, - 500
Contingencies, T 300

14,224

Aggregate cast per mile,” - $16,000

“Thé actual cost per mile of the national raad,” westward

of Wheeling, all things included, is aboyt $7,000 per mile;

and it is contidently believed that the average cost of pre-

paring ibe bed of the contemplated rail road, exclusive of
-covering of any kind, will not exceed that amount.” -

This estimate, from an examination of its itemns, will be

found to be very liberal; and as the committee are informed,
in some of these considerably exceeds the sum. for which
contracts have been offered to the company. . art from the
high character of the gentle,man by whom it has been pre-

pared, and 'wh!ich 18 of itself sufficient to give credence to it,

~ it will be found to derive high probability from considering

»

the cost of such Rail Roads as have been constructed in Eng-
land, and in this country. In England there are many items
which enter largely into the cost of construction, which either
will not exist ’at all in’this instance, or will make a very in--
considerable part of the expendityre, such as the costof land, .
timber, stone,?nd some other materials, and many other ex-
penditures preliminary-to the location of the road, or which
are the incidents of its construétion, siich as the building - of
fences, &c.  Yet with all these gauses of enhancement of the
cost, it appears, irom the statements of a writer in the Quar-~
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